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The co-hosts of the National Health Leadership  
Conference – the Canadian College of Health Leaders 
(CCHL) and HealthCareCAN – are committed to 
ensuring that priority motions adopted at the Great 
Canadian Healthcare Debate move forward.  At NHLC 
2015, the “top 10” motions, resulting from a Call for 
Motions widely distributed to Canadian health leaders, 
were presented to conference delegates. Delegates then 
voted on their priorities and identified funding for mental 
health, electronic health records and a national pharma-
ceutical strategy as the “top 3” motions. In June 2016, 
CCHL and HealthCareCAN will report back to NHLC 
delegates on actions and early activities that have taken 
place in follow-up to priority motions.  Several steps have 
already been taken. For instance:

•	 Details	about	the	Debate	and	priority	motions	were	
(and continue to be) shared widely with health leaders, 
policy-makers, and parliamentarians. 

•	 Following	the	Debate,	a	pledge card was sent to 
Canadian Members of Parliament and to confirmed 
candidates for the October 2015 federal election,  
asking them to pledge their support to the “top 3”  
resolutions adopted by delegates. 

•	 These	resolutions	were	also	profiled	throughout	the	
federal election campaign by CCHL and HealthCareCAN. 

•	 Now	that	a	new	federal	government	has	been	elected,	
we will be sharing details about the Debate and the 
resolutions with the large number of new Members of 
Parliament.  

•	 In	our	meetings	with	senior	government	officials	and	
Members of Parliament, we are also sharing the results 
of the Debate.

•	 We	are	also	taking	advantage	of	the	various	 
leadership tables that we are part of by widely sharing 
the success of the Debate and the “top 10” motions. 
The	motions	have	been	profiled	with	the	Boards	of	
Directors of both organizations and during various 
speaking engagements. 

•	 In	September	2015,	HealthCareCAN presented the 
motions and details about the Debate to the Health 
Action Lobby (HEAL, a coalition of 39 national  
health organizations dedicated to protecting and 
strengthening Canada’s health system).

•	 During	the	federal	election	campaign,	CCHL	and	
HealthCareCAN issued a joint press release profiling 
the Debate, as part of broader coalition activity (with 
HEAL) with respect to federal action on healthcare. 

•	 The	motions	-	and	issue	briefs	supporting	each	motion	
- were highly promoted and continue to be available 
on our websites. 

We	have	heard	from	policy-makers	across	the	country	
that they are using the motions and issue briefs to inform 
their work and as a platform to profile their important 
issues.	We	also	know	that	several	stakeholders	are	using	
the success of their motions (making it to the “top ten”) 
to advance their work. For example:

•	 The	Mental	Health	Commission	of	Canada	-	whose	
motion received the highest level of support at the 
Debate (89%) - highlighted the Debate results in its 
newsletter and on its website, restating its call to 
increase funding for mental health as outlined in  
its motion.  

•	 Technology	Evaluation	in	the	Elderly	Network	(TVN)	
highlighted in its monthly newsletter that the motion 
it put forward highlighting the issue of the frail elderly 
and the importance of frailty screening was selected 
as one of the “top ten” motions.  Click on the issue of 
the newsletter to access them. 
(May 2015     |     Summer 2015)

•	 The	Debate	and	successful	motions	were	also	profiled	
by The Canadian Association of Medical Radiation 
Technologists, the Canadian Psychiatric Association, 
the Quality End-of-Life Care Coalition of Canada and 
the hospice care community.

folloW-Up on tHe  
“top 10” Motions 
from the 2015 Great Canadian Healthcare  
Debate – Early Activities

Please join us for the 2nd Great Canadian Healthcare  
Debate, Tuesday, June 7th, 2016, in Ottawa at the  
National Health Leadership Conference (NHLC).  
Delegates at NHLC 2015 voted resoundingly to have a 
Debate again in 2016 – we have listened and plans are 
underway to make this Debate even better!
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http://www.healthcarecan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/FINAL-Summaries-before-going-to-Allegra_JD_2.03PM_June-9-2015.pdf
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/HCC-PledgeCard-v4-email-2.pdf
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/support-health-action-lobbys-call-to-action-on-healthcare/
http://www.tvn-nce.ca/media/191736/2015-05-tvn-network-update.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/d362beafdf2d49bbbd9a9f82e/files/NetworkNewsSummer2015.pdf
http://www.camrt.ca/blog/2015/06/16/the-great-canadian-healthcare-debate/
http://groups.cpa-apc.org/email/display.php?M=401388&C=932e92617e6fa51389e46b98d3998632&S=1221&L=526&N=551
http://www.qelccc.ca/projects-and-resources/other-resources.aspx
http://www.ehospice.com/canadaenglish/Default/tabid/10678/ArticleId/15549
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/whats-happening/events/the-national-health-leadership-conference/top-3-policy-statements/
http://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/English/catalyst-sept-2015-nhlc-0


http://www.healthcarecan.ca/toward-levelling-the-legislative-playing-field-for-mental-health-amending-the-canada-health-act-2/
http://pm.gc.ca/eng/minister-health-mandate-letter
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Special-iPolitics-magazine-NHLC-highlights.pdf
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This is just an illustration of some of the activities and initiatives that have resulted from  
and are underway as a result of the first Great Canadian Healthcare Debate!  If you are using 
the motions or issue briefs to inform your work, and this has been of assistance, please  
let us know by contacting: Jennifer Kitts, Director, Policy and Strategy, HealthcareCAN at 
jkitts@healthcarecan.ca.
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Selected media coverage can be found here. Click on the title of an article to access it.

The Great Canadian Healthcare Debate

Great Canadian Healthcare Debate: Tackling systemic priorities

Health-care leaders’ debate identifies priorities for reform

History in the making: The Great Canadian Healthcare Debate

Infrastructure

Canada needs to invest in new hospitals, says health care association

Canada’s hospitals need $160 billion in replacement funding: report

Ottawa Hospital gives itself clean bill of structural health

Mental Health

Chelsea Lall’s anxiety lifts through unique Ontario hospital program

Postpartum depression requires more attention, says P.E.I. mother

Health sector discriminating against mentally ill: expert

Report on Canadian’s Expectations of the Healthcare System

Nearly Two in Three Canadians (64%) Worried that the Health Care System is Falling Behind

Numbers don’t lie: Canadians give healthcare a failing grade

Health system’s deficiencies clear to Canadians

The National Health Leadership Conference

Become the Leader you Imagine

EDITORIAL: Redesign health care to put patients first

Canadian health care system in need of urgent care: experts

National Health Leadership Conference: Lessons in slashing health spending

Engage early and engage often: Building successful coalitions in healthcare

CIHR Funding

Charlottetown Herald on CIHR funding: Top scientists left “high and dry” (contact us)

Media Releases
We created four provocative media releases around  
healthcare issues of national significance that pointed  
the media’s attention towards the importance of the  
conference and the Great Canadian Healthcare Debate:

•	 Report	on	Canadian’s	Expectations	of	the	 
Healthcare System

•	 New	Model	of	Mental	Health	Services	for	Adolescents	
Dramatically Reduces Length of Stay for Treatment

•	 Crumbling	Hospital	Infrastructure	Threatens	the	Care	 
of Canadians

•	 “Woeful”	Palliative	Care	System	Has	Severe	Impact	on	
Quality of Life

http://www.healthcarecan.ca/report-on-canadians-expectations-of-the-healthcare-system/
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/new-model-of-mental-health-services-for-adolescents/
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/crumbling-hospital-infrastructure-threatens-the-care-of-canadians/
http://www.healthcarecan.ca/woeful-palliative-care-system/
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/15/great-canadian-healthcare-debate-tackling-systemic-priorities/
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/16/health-care-leaders-debate-identifies-priorities-for-reform/
http://www.letstalkwithhiroc.com/index.php/history-in-the-making-the-great-canadian-healthcare-debate/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health-and-fitness/health/canada-needs-to-invest-in-new-hospitals-says-health-care-association/article25002235/
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/16/canadas-hospitals-need-160-billion-in-replacement-funding-report/
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/ottawa-hospital-gives-itself-clean-bill-of-structural-health?hootPostID=d97b059d0968d96505ae8f39e19f4ddf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/chelsea-lall-s-anxiety-lifts-through-unique-ontario-hospital-program-1.3117397
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/16/health-sector-discriminating-against-mentally-ill-expert/
http://www.ipsos-na.com/news-polls/pressrelease.aspx?id=6888
http://canadaam.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=635467&playlistId=1.2422748&binId=1.815911&playlistPageNum=1&binPageNum=1
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/14/health-systems-deficiencies-clear-to-canadians/
http://www.letstalkwithhiroc.com/index.php/become-the-leader-you-imagine/
http://www.thechronicleherald.ca/editorials/1293296-editorial-redesign-health-care-to-put-patients-first
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/15/canadian-health-care-system-in-need-of-urgent-care-experts/
http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/16/national-health-leadership-conference-lessons-in-slashing-health-spending/
claire@healthcarecan.ca
http://www.letstalkwithhiroc.com/index.php/engage-early-and-engage-often-building-successful-coalitions-in-healthcare/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/postpartum-depression-requires-more-attention-says-p-e-i-mother-1.3116041

